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The Upper wapsipinicon watershed

was founded in 2014 as a formal partnership between cities, counties, and county soil and water 
conservation districts (SWCDs). Members work together to assess and reduce �ood risk, improve water 
quality, educate & empower watershed residents, and increase watershed resilience. 

The Upper wapsi Watershed Management Authority 

The members of the Upper Wapsipinicon River Watershed Management Authority 

City of Aurora
City of Central City
City of Dunkerton
City of Elma
City of Fredericksburg
City of Frederika
City of Hazleton
City of Independence
City of New Hampton
City of Quasqueton
City of Readlyn
City of Riceville
City of Sumner
City of Tripoli
City of Winthrop

Black Hawk County
Bremer County
Buchanan County
Chickasaw County
Fayette County
Howard County
Linn County
Mitchell County
Black Hawk SWCD
Bremer SWCD
Buchanan SWCD
Chickasaw SWCD
Delaware SWCD
Fayette SWCD
Howard SWCD
Linn SWCD
Mitchell SWCD

Federal aid helps 
communities rebuild after a 
flooding disaster, but those 
funds never cover the 
full cost of recovery.

In a recent survey, 
48% of 
landowners in the 
Upper Wapsi River 
Watershed report 
that, within the last 5 
years, flooding 
closed a road or 
bridge they use 

Row crops make up 75% of the total land cover in the 
Upper Wapsi Watershed—compared to 65% statewide. 
Meanwhile, grass, pasture, and hay make up just 10% of land cover 
in the Upper Wapsi Watershed compared with 17% over the state as 
a whole. 

Only 4% of the Upper Wapsi Watershed 
is forested, while statewide 7% of land is 
in forest.

According to Iowa DNR, there are 244 animal feeding 
operations in the Upper Wapsi Watershed—59 of which are 
classi�ed “concentrated animal feeding operations” 
(CAFOs). A CAFO is an operation that houses at least 1000 
animal units (1 animal unit is the equivalent of app. 1,400 dairy 
cows), con�ned on site for more than 45 days of the year.

98% of the land in the Upper wapsi 
River Watershed is privately owned 
(UWR Watershed Rapid Watershed Assessment).

Median household income 
throughout the 
watershed is approximately 
$38,787 annually.

Visitors made approximately 226,801 trips to the Upper Wapsi River 
in 2009 and spent $6 million on outdoor recreation activities. 
(Survey, ISU Center for Agriculture and Rural Development) 

According to iowa DNR, 

159 miles of impaired 
streams flow through 
the Upper Wapsi 
Watershed. Five of those miles 
are cold water streams.

16 of the 27 communities in the watershed 

are located on, or adjacent to, a stream or river.  
The waterways open communities to recreational and 
economic opportunities, but also make communities 

vulnerable to �ooding.

The Wapsipinicon River Bird 
Conservation Area covers 
approximately 88,000 acres in Bremer, 
Black Hawk, and Buchanan counties, and 
includes Sweet Marsh Wildlife Area 
and the Wapsipinicon River Greenbelt. 
The area has a great variety of habitats that 
provide homes to diverse species—including the 
Sandhill Crane, Red-Shouldered 
Hawk, and American Woodcock.

The Upper Wapsi Watershed contains 
16 Wildlife Management Areas,
10 of which allow public hunting 
of deer, pheasant, turkey and other 
game animals.

67% of landowners in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed 
are interested in helping to reduce �ooding & 
improve water quality by putting at least one 
water management practice on their land. 
(UWR Landowner Survey 2017).

According to a recent survey, 
21% of people who own 
land in the Upper Wapsi 
Watershed live outside 
the watershed.

24% of landowners in the Upper 
Wapsi Watershed report flooding 
in their home, business or on 
their farm in the last 5 years.


